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We know that parental 
involvement in a child’s 

education has a significant impact 
on his / her education and their 
success in secondary school. It is 
therefore good to see so many 
parents / carers attending parents 
evenings and also coming to special 
evenings such as our information 
evenings at the beginning of the 
school year, our Choices Evening 
for Year 9, the post -16 evening 
for Key Stage 4 in November, and 
our maths and literacy evenings 
during the year. Attendance at 
such evenings has been better than 
ever which is really good news, 
especially for our students.

Head Teacher’s Update
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We enjoy seeing parents and 
family at concerts, sports day, 
open mornings and performances 
whenever you can make it and 
we know that students really 
appreciate it when parents attend 
school events (even if they might 
not always admit it!). I am very 
grateful to our parent governors 
who are valuable assets to our 
Governing Body and are directly 
involved in looking for ways to 
make Maidenhill an even better 
school. We are blessed with a 
group of committed parents and 
others from the community who 
give up their time to support 
Maidenhill Friends. I hope you will 
be able to join us at their first event 
in the new school year, a Ceilidh 
timed to welcome the parents 
of our new year 7 parents in 
September  in addition to offering 
a social event for all connected 
to Maidenhill (full details on the 
back page). If you would like to join 
Maidenhill Friends, please contact 
David Dalby through Reception 
at school.

Mrs Wilson - Headteacher

Bring your Parent/Carer to School Morning

In April, for the third year running, year 7 students were able to give their 
parents/carers a taste of their school day on “Bring your Parent/Carer 

to School Morning”.  This is a well-attended and enjoyable experience for 
everyone and gives students the opportunity to show their parents/carers 
around the school, introducing teachers, showing them displays and giving 
them a chance to see the school in action.  As usual feedback focused on the 
friendly and welcoming nature of the school, how quiet it was and how hard 
working and well behaved the students were.  Comments also showed how 
valuable everyone had found the morning.

“My son was pleased to show me around and point out his teachers, which 
I felt was a sign he is settling”

“Relaxed and welcoming staff, happy to show us their classrooms”

“My daughter showed great pride in showing me her school”

“It was a great insight into my daughter’s school day”

Open Evening & Mornings

Maidenhill Open Evening for 
year 5 and year 6 will take 

place on Tuesday 29th September 
at 6.30pm.
Our Open Mornings are on 
Wednesday 30th September at 
9.15am and Thursday 1st October 
at 9.15am. 
All welcome!

Each year, staff are asked to 
nominate students who they 

believe have the skills and attributes 
to become student leaders for 
their Learning Community.  Those 
students are then invited to apply 
for this important role and are 
interviewed by myself and the 
Learning Community Leader.  
As you can imagine, it was a tough 
decision as we had some very strong 
candidates this year both at the 
application stage and in interview.

Congratulations to all nominees 
and in particular those who were 
successful in being appointed posts.  

I am looking forward to working 
with this energetic and positive 
group of students who I am 
confident will develop the role of 
Student Leader to a level we have 
not seen before.

Doverow:
Maddy Gloyne
Jake Shilton

Frocester:
Faye Avinante
Jordan Marks

Haresfield:
Aeryn Morgan
Carrick Stimson-Machers

Rodborough:
Eleanor Banks
Aaron Henry

Mrs Wilson

Student Leaders 2015-2016
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Japan comes to Maidenhill

On 16th March, Maidenhill School welcomed a group of 37 Japanese 
students for the week from Matsuzaka High School. During the week 

they took part in lessons and collaborated with students in British and 
Japanese themed workshops which explored cultural identities.

The tea and cake workshop saw Japanese students being taught to make 
Victoria Sponge by Maidenhill students and in return our students had 
the opportunity to enjoy Japanese porridge and rice balls. Japanese 
students led assemblies, sharing insights into their home town and culture. 
A drumming workshop evidenced collaboration between the students 
and GCSE music students as they perfected a samba style drumming 
performance. Calligraphy, origami and art were also on the menu.   
Each morning Japanese students attended English lessons – using 
these skills to teach Maidenhill students Japanese.

The students stayed with host families in the area –many from Maidenhill.  
They also visited London, Oxford and Stratford before they waved 
goodbye to students at the school. 

It was an amazing experience for the whole school. The memories of this 
visit from Matsuzaka High School will last much longer than this one week. 
The warmth and friendship offered by our students has been reciprocated 
by our enthusiastic Japanese visitors.  It has been a resounding success for 
both schools.

The week was great.  Yui, my buddy, was great.  I hope we can keep in touch.  
It was a really nice change and a break from what I normally do.  Two of the girls 
gave me a small gift which was really kind and I really loved it.  I hope they had as 
much fun as I did.

Alicia Langton-Balchin, 10FMS

I really enjoyed the entire week and getting to know the Japanese students.   
I had so much fun introducing my buddy to my friends and tutor.  I loved learning 
about the Japanese culture and language.  My favourite part of the week was the 
workshop.  I loved the food and doing calligraphy and origami.  

Natasha Roffe, 10HRF

From working with the 
Stonehouse Neighbourhood 

Plan (SNP), Vicky Redding from 
SNP was kind enough to nominate 
me for the Stonehouse Young 
Person of the Year Award 2015 
for being the ‘voice’ of young 
people in Stonehouse to influence 
the way that they proceed with 
housing plans and policies for future 
generations. I work alongside people 
from the community and attend 
meetings on a regular basis.

I have now set up a group on 
Facebook called Stonehouse 
Neighbourhood Plan for the young 
people of Stonehouse and the 
surrounding areas to have an input 
into adults’ decision making. 
You may remember about six 
different boards being in the 
canteen which students were asked 
to put their ideas on, using post-it 
notes. These have been looked 
at by me and other members of 
SNP and some are in the process 
of happening. Thank you to Vicky 
Redding for nominating me.  I would 
also like to thank the Maidenhill 
students for their feedback on the 
Stonehouse Neighbourhood Plan 
and their opinions on the local area 
in the future.

Oliver King , 9DHH

Young Person of the 
Year Award 2015
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During their visit, Wesley, Emily, Alfie, Kesiah and I helped cook with 
the Japanese students.  We cooked Victoria sponge cake and made 

tea.  The students excelled in this activity even though they had never done 
it before.  We did this over a two day period and we thought the second 
day was easier because we understood them more and what to expect.  
We were also more prepared.  This was a fun experience and we hope to 
encounter this again.

Charlotte Elliott, 8HIJ

Japanese Afternoon Tea Triple Science trip 
to Schlumberger

On Thursday 4th June I went 
on the trip to the Cheltenham 

Science Festival.  I am really 
interested in science so I found 
it a lot of fun.  We learnt about 
dinosaurs.  It was really interesting 
and I learnt a lot of facts.  I also took 
part in a Siemens workshop and my 
team won the competition.  We had 
to create a model to keep an egg safe 
from cracking based on the Nuclear 

Rover model!  We had to work as a team to develop our model. I was also 
interviewed on camera by a member of the Siemens team.  They asked me 
what I thought about Technology and Engineering and the different career 
paths on offer using these skills.  They also asked me if I knew what I wanted 
to do when I left school and that is to go into the RAF or Military Police. It 
was very exciting!

Tiarna Crowther, 7HRC 

After lunch, we were able to explore the rest of the festival and do some 
other crazy experiments. I loved going to the science festival because I got to 
try new science experiments and learn new things outside of the classroom.

Freja Telford, 7FKS

 On Tuesday 24th March, 
year 10 triple science 

students were invited to a tour 
of the manufacturing floors 
at Schlumberger, Stonehouse. 
Students were given an 
introductory talk about the 
extraction of oil to see the real 
life application of topics students 
had been learning in class. After a 
short break, students were kitted 
up in safety clothing including 
steel toe cap shoes and hard hats 
before touring the manufacturing 
floor. A spot of friendly 
competition between the students 
and engineers from Schlumberger 
ensued as they battled to make 
the tallest, strongest oil rig 
in an engineering-focussed 
workshop. Staff were available 
during lunch for students to ask 
questions about their careers and 
educational pathways. Overall, 
the day was thoroughly enjoyable 
and students are looking forward 
to their next interaction with 
Schlumberger at the end of the 
school year. 

Schlumberger 
Science workshop 
On Wednesday 25th 

March, engineers from 
Schlumberger came into our 
science lessons to deliver a 
practical workshop. They showed 
us how to make electricity using 
fruits such as lemons and limes. It 
was a very interesting lesson and 
we look forward to them coming 
again as we both loved it!

Lydia Diamond and Olivia Price, 

8FKS

Cheltenham Science Festival
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Pembrokeshire Trip

As part of our course in 
Geography we are required 

to study the impact of tourism 
on a resort for our coursework.  
We were given a hypothesis to 
answer and conducted a number 
of different surveys to answer this.  
Arriving in Tenby, we set up our 
first survey, a pedestrian count.  We 
asked as many people as we could 
our questionnaires that we had 
previously designed in school.  Once 
our allocated time was up we met at 
a prearranged location and travelled 
to the youth hostel in Lydstep.  We 
tried out our surveys in Lydstep 
before travelling to St Govan’s 
Head to repeat the experiments the 
following day.

St Govan’s Head is a honeypot 
location with beautiful scenery.  
We conducted a number of 
experiments such as a footpath 
transect, infiltration survey, 
vegetation survey and an 
environmental survey.  Then, 
we walked down to the religious 
building, St Govan’s Chapel 
which is embedded in rock.  
Eventually after having lunch, we 
experienced the sandy beach and 
the dunes of Freshwater West.  
Later we looked at geographical 
features near the youth hostel.  
At night we spent time doing 
graphs to display our data we 
needed in our coursework.

On the final day, we went back 
to Tenby to continue asking 
questionnaires as well as 
completing a land use survey.  
Afterwards we travelled to the 
World of Adventures.  Arriving 
there, we were rewarded for 
our hard work with free time 
to spend however we wished.  
Once it was time to leave, or 
rather what I thought was time 
to leave, we were called to 
celebrate my birthday and were 
given cake by the considerate 
teachers: Mrs Brunwin, Mrs 
Ferry, Mr Parrot and Mr 
Cook who had given up their 
time to accompany us on the 
trip.  It was a great end for the 
educational visit which although 
was challenging was enjoyed 
considerably.

Aeryn Morgan, 10HKA

Year 8 STEM Day

In March, year 8 students had 
the opportunity to explore 

the wider world of engineering. 
Students were enthused by a 
live show from Schlumberger 
and participated in a range of 
exciting workshop activities such 
as creative thinking, working 
in teams and identifying future 
career opportunities. The 
STEM day helped students to 
develop their understanding of 
how designing, building, use of 
machines and structures can solve 
real world problems and improve 
the world around us.

Congratulations to Millie 
Wright, Scott Brothwell and 

Hope Collins-Wright who have 
been selected to join University 
of Gloucestershire’s Year 10 
Summer School.   They will 
be working alongside current 
university students and lecturers 
for five days from the 13th-
17th July and will experience 
an all-inclusive look at living and 
studying at university. 

University Life for 
Year 10 Students
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Paris Trip

Every day was amazing, with 
jam packed excitement and lots 
of fun.  My favourite bit in Paris 
was taking a boat down the 
River Seine to see the city as a 
whole.  On Sunday we went to 
Disneyland Paris.  My favourite 
part of the day was walking 
through the gates and seeing the 
castle for the first time.  It blew 
me away and gave me a feeling 
of excitement.  I also enjoyed 
riding the Indiana Jones ride and 
seeing Miss Newman’s face and 
Miss Kedward’s expression on 
Big Thunder Mountain.  Despite 
the weather, what a day!

This was a lifetime experience 
for many students.  We found 
that France is not all about 
baguettes, berets and bonjours.  
It’s about the strength of people, 
the pride of its culture and weird 
modern art along the side of the 
River Seine.  

Au revoir!

Thomas Brady, 9DKG

On the 27th March, a group 
of students from year 8 and 

9 departed on a four day trip to 
Paris, the capital of France and a 
must see location.

Something was planned every 
day.  On Friday we went to a war 
memorial for the soldiers who 
died during the war.  Saturday 
we went to Paris to visit the main 
attractions such as the Eiffel 
Tower and Montmartre.  Sunday 
we went to the most magical 
place in Europe, Disneyland Paris 
and on Monday we visited Cite 
d’Europe, a large hypermarket 
with hundreds of shops.  All three 
of the evenings were spent at the 
“chateau” (which was no castle 
at all).  We were given activities 
to pass the time and they were 
all weird, wacky and wonderful.  
We had the Snapchat challenge, 
where we had to take pictures of 
each other to capture the perfect 
image, the disco on Sunday 
evening which was a blast (but my 
feet did hurt afterwards) but my 
all-time favourite activity was the 
bin-bag fashion show.

Boulogne Trip

On 16th May, year 7 went on a trip 
to Boulogne. Everyone got on the 

coach to Dover where we got the ferry, 
which we were on for an hour and a half.  
The ferry had shops, arcades, a café, an 
information area and an outside area.

When we arrived in France the coach 
drove us to Boulogne up a very big hill 
and we passed Nausicaa, the aquarium 
we were going to. We all stumbled off 
the coach once again, happily taking 
photos, until we realised we had to 
walk all the way back down again!  We 
looked in a little gift shop first and were 
all trying to use and listen to some of 
the French we had learnt in school.  
The aquarium was amazing.  We were 
split into groups with a teacher.  There 
were jellyfish, sharks, tropical fish, seals, 
penguins, starfish and fish we had never 
seen before.  It was massive.  Before we 
left, everyone got to go in the gift shop. 
By now our feet were killing us and we 
still had to walk to the restaurant.

At the restaurant we had the upstairs 
bit all to ourselves.  For our meal we had 
chicken with a mushroom sauce, peas 
with cut up with bits of bacon and chips.  
It was really nice.  For dessert we had 
chocolate mousse with marshmallows.  
It was nice because we got to sit with 
our friends and talk. We all said “merci” 
to the waiter and waitress and got back 
on the coach to go back to England.

Amy Friend, 7DCS, Sarah-Jayne 
Gardiner and Daisey Stephenson 7DLC
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SPORT
Scooter Finals
Rush Skatepark School Jam Scooter finals held on Monday 11th May
Two of our students took part in this year’s School Jam.  Both students 
performed extremely well in the scootering with Alex Trim gaining 2nd 
place and Joe Oliver 3rd place.  

“I am currently sponsored by Scoot 69 who assist me financially with 
competitions and equipment.  I am very happy with my performance as the level 
of competition was extremely high.  I have several competitions over the next 
few months and hope to achieve a good place to assist me with my journey of 
hopefully becoming a professional in scootering’’

Sam Beard - 8REW Tom Moore Award
This year, the prestigious Tom Moore 
award was presented to Bram Bax-
Pratt who has been a model student 
always willing to help others to 
improve. Bram is an all-round sports 
performer who has been committed 
to school teams throughout his time 
at Maidenhill School. His attitude 
towards learning and the respect he 
displays for others is outstanding.  
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Athletics
Well done to all athletes who took 
part in the District Athletics Trials.
Our most successful achievements 
being:
Oli Beard 1st High Jump  
Liam Court 2nd 100m
Liam Court 1st 200m
Charisma Lusty 1st Discus 
 and Javelin
Year 7 girls 1st Relay

Athletics County Championships Prince of Wales Stadium
Congratulations to the following students who have qualified to represent 
the South Cotwolds District at the County Championships Prince of Wales 
Stadium.
Ryan Hurn  High Jump and 800m
Oliver Beard High Jump
Chris Lusty Shot Put

Table Tennis
Billy Shilton, year 11 has travelled 
to Brazil and competed against 
fellow class 7 player Paulo Salmin in 
a match that was broadcast live on 
national Brazilian television.

Billy has added two more medals 
to his international tally achieving a 
bronze in the Men’s Class 7 Singles, 
his first individual medal, along with 
a gold in the team event.  We wish 
Billy the best of luck for the future.

Football
Maidenhill School are proud winners of the Stroud District Schools’ year 7 
football competition which was hosted by Katharine Lady Berkeley School 
on Wednesday 19th March. The team were part of a strong league and 
played matches against Archway, Thomas Keble, Katharine Lady Berkeley 
and Kingshill School. Maidenhill played with commitment and enthusiasm. 
Maidenhill played against Marling School in the final. The final saw some 
fast action, both teams working tirelessly. Maidenhill took an early lead 
which set up a very intense remaining period of the game. Despite pressure 
from Marling the Maidenhill team held firm and were excited and thrilled to 
become Stroud District Schools’ Football Champions. Congratulations to all 
members of the year 7 football team and Mr Ackland for their hard work and 
commitment throughout their school football season.

Year 7 Boys’ Relay Team

Another successful and very enjoyable year at the Prince of Wales 
Athletics Competition in Cheltenham. Maidenhill students were a credit to 
themselves and the school demonstrating some outstanding performances.

Prince of Wales Athletics Competition
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TERM 1

Tuesday 1st September  INSET DAY

Wednesday 2nd September Start of Term 1

Monday 7th September Y7 & Y9 Photographs

Tuesday 8th September Maidenhill Friends 
 Meeting, 7pm

Thursday 10th September Y10 Parents’ 
 Information Evening

Wednesday 16th September Y7 Parents’ 
 Information Evening

Friday 18th September Maidenhill Friends’ 
 Ceilidh, 7pm

Tuedsday 29th September Y5 & Y6 Open Evening, 6.30pm

Wednesday 30th September Y5 & Y6 Open Morning, 9.15am

Thursday 1st October Y5 & Y6 Open Morning, 9.15am

Friday 2nd October INSET DAY

Tuesday 20th October 7pm Music 
 Transition Concert

Wednesday 21st October End of Term 1

TERM 2

Monday 2nd November Start of Term 2

Monday 2nd November Y7 Tutor Evening

Wednesday 18th November Y11 Parents’ 
 Information Evening

Tuesday 24th November Choices Evening

Friday 27th November INSET DAY

Friday 18th December End of Term 2


